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merchant may, perhaps, be a man of an enlarged mind ; but there is nothing in trade connected with an enlarged mind1.' I mentioned that I had heard Dr. Solander say he was a Swedish Laplander3. JOHNSON. 'Sir, I don't believe he is a Laplander. The Laplanders are not much above four feet high. He is as tall as you ; and he has not the copper colour of a Laplander.' BOSWELL. ' But what motive could he have to make himself a Laplander?' JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, he must either mean'the word Laplander in an extensive sense, or may mean a voluntary degradation of himself. "For all my being the great man that you see me now, I was originally a Barbarian;" as if Burke should say, "I came over a. wild Irishman." Which he might say in his present state of exaltation.'
Having expressed a desire to have an island like luchken-ncth, Dr. Johnson set himself to think what would be hec-cssary for a man in such a situation. ' Sir, I should build me a fortification, if I came to live here ; for, if you have it not, what should hinder a parcel of ruffians to land in the night, and carry off every thing you have in the house, which, in a remote country, would be more valuable than cows and sheep ? add to all this the danger of having your throat cut.' BOSWELL. 'I would have a large dog.' JOHNSON. 'So you may, Sir; but a large clog is of no use but to alarm.' He, however, I apprehend, thinks too lightly of the power of that animal. I have heard him say, that he is afraid of no
' Sec ante, iii. 434,
* He was born in Nordland in Sweden, in 1736. In 1768 he and Mr. Banks accompanied Captain Cook in his first voyage round the world. He died in 1782. Knight's Kng. Cycle, v. 578. Miss Burney wrote of him in 1780:—'My father has very exactly named him, in calling him a philosophical gossip.' Muie, D'ArMay's Diary, \. 305, Horace Walpole the same year, just after the Gordon Riots, wrote (Letters, vii. 403):—'Who is secure against Jack Straw and a whirlwind ? How I abominate Mr. Banks and Dr, Solander, who routed the poor Otahcitans out of the centre of the ocean, and carried our abominable passions amongst them! not even that poor little speck could escape European restlessness.' Sec ante, ii, 170.
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